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2026 Environment Report



 MLA Bacteria – 9 stations sampled 3 times (+analysis)

 Derek Stevens; Paige Stevens; Kevin Trimble

 LPP Phosphorus 2 stations monthly (+MLA spring P)

 Kevin Trimble

 DMM water quality + benthic sampling (D.&P. Stevens assist)

 MWC Algae – 2 stations bi-weekly (+analysis)

 Derek Stevens; Moreen Miller; Paige Stevens; Kevin Trimble

 BLA Water Level & precipitation

 Kevin Trimble; 

 2026 BLA WQ at 3 stations upstream on Brandy Creek

Water Quality Crew…
WQ Programs & Crew



Water Quality Stations



Watershed and Tributaries



Rainfall 2020 to 2025
1991-
2020

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

April 79.1 
mm

73.3m
m

72.1mm 88.3 172.3 mm 199.6 mm 86.7 173.6

May 92.7 68.3 14.1 76.5 58.8 66.6 99.6 51.4

June 86.1 100.9 135.9 57.0 123.5 146.2 75.7 145.3

July 99.5 81.8 136.2 58.8 140.2 82.5 36.6

August 81.6 129.4 88.2 128.9 102.8 91.6 108.3

September 101.7 79.7 148.7 111.4 73.2 70.4 49.2



2020 water levels
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2021-2026 water levels
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2025 Rainfall and Water Levels
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2026 Rainfall and Water Levels





Blue-Green Algae 

What the BLA does

 We monitor blue-green algae and other WQ metrics

 (monitoring can’t be used to identify blooms)

 We interact with the local research community

 We communicate with members

 We interact with government (TML, SMDHU, MECP)

 We are not involved in advisories

 We do not manage blooms (nobody does)

 We do not report a bloom or advise others to do so



• Phycocanin data for six of 

our lakes in 2025

• Lots of seasonal variation

• Timing of PC peaks vary 

depending on the lake

Early-mid season peak Late season peak



Long-term results - Phycocyanin

• Relative Phycocyanin 

data averaged for the 

past 5 years

• PC tends to peak in the 

fall

• More data is needed 

for September -> early 

November



MWC 2021-24 Algae Monitoring



Blue-Green Algae in 

Brandy Lake

 2001-2003 reported blooms studied by MECP 
(published 2006).

 2019 - reported bloom in early September

 2020 - reported bloom in late July

>25 lakes in MECP Central District reported 
blooms – we weren’t alone

 2024 Sept 10-22 large unreported bloom

 2025 some algae in early fall



Blue-Green Algae 

Advisories

 Advisory posted October 2025 – May 2026

 No confirmation of B-G algae or basis for advisory

 BLA notified TML and advisory removed with a 

description of the new process going forward

 NEW PROTOCOL - No unconfirmed advisories will 

be posted



Phosphorus



Dissolved Oxygen and Temperature 

Profile (2025)



MLA Water Quality Results

2025



Benthic Invertebrates



Benthic Invertebrates



Bottom of the Food Web



Land Uses



Zoning



Impacts from Adjacent 

Land Use



What the BLA is requesting:

That TML provide additional protection for EP1 streams and 

wetlands from siltation/erosion caused by land use activities 

on adjacent rural lands



EARLY JUNE AFTER RAIN



EARLY JUNE AFTER RAIN



MID JULY 



MID JULY
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