
Welcome to the
 Brandy Lake Association 
Annual General Meeting

2022



Virtual Meeting Protocol

• You will be able to use the chat box feature and use the “raise hand” option to vote and ask 
questions. 

• There will be an opportunity to ask questions during each section of the presentation.  The 
presenter will ask for questions.  Please use the chat box or raise your virtual hand to ask 
your questions.

• Voting will take place by  “raising your hand”.  The meeting moderator will tally the votes 
and inform the meeting of the results.

• Only registered BLA members can vote (by themselves or by proxy).

• If you get disconnected, you can dial in again using the information sent to you as part of 
registration.



2021
Executive

Committee 

Don Burn
President
Lagoon Bay

Margrit Kroll 
Director at Large
Sunset Bay

New Director
Amie de Veth
Launch Bay

Derek Stevens
Membership Director
Launch Bay 

Daniela Von Bredow
Past President
Sunset Bay

Moreen Miller
Secretary
Sunset Bay

Jeff McBain 
Director at Large
The Narrows

Linda Mathers 
Treasurer
West Bay

Ken Martin
Director at Large
West Bay



• Welcome and President’s Opening Remarks

• Approval of the Minutes of the 2021 Annual General Meeting

• Treasurer’s Report

• Environment Report

• BLA Lake Plan Update 

• Election of Executive Members

• New Business from the Floor

• Motion to Close the Annual Meeting 

Agenda



• Record membership number for the BLA – 95 members

• Activities since 2021 AGM

• Water testing program

• All previous programs resumed plus new testing

• Brandy Lights Flotilla

• New event for this year!

• Brandy Lake – Lake Plan Approved!

President’s Report



• Municipal election on October 24th

• Owners of property in Muskoka can vote in the local election 

• We encourage you to learn about the issues that are important to you and 
support candidates that share your views

• Need for additional volunteers 

• Exec members

• Water quality monitoring team

President’s Report



• Thank you to our volunteers

• Kevin Trimble – Chair of the Environment Committee

• Water Quality monitoring team 

• Bill Berlett - reviewer of the annual Treasurer’s report

• Jon de Veth - buoy installation, removal and maintenance

President’s Report



• Minutes were previously circulated to all members on August 21, 2022

• Margrit Kroll moves the motion:

• “To accept the minutes of the 2021 Brandy Lake Association Annual General Meeting held on 
August 28, 2021”.

Approval of Minutes from 
August 2021 AGM 



Treasurer’s 
Report 



Year to 
Date

Financials 
2022

BLA Treasurer’s Report Year to Date Aug 15 2022

Balance forward from Dec 31, 2021 $ 11452.40

Income

BLA memberships 2 year (2 x $70) $     140.00

BLA membership 1 year  (6 x $35) $     210.00

Total Income $     350.00 

Expenses

Cade Insurance (Liability insurance) $   1179.36

Bank Fees (Jan – July 7 x $3.95) $       27.65

Muskoka Watershed Council Algal Testing $     250.00

Buoy Replacement Parts $     153.67

Total Expenses $   1610.68

Balance August 15th 2022 $ 10191.72



Environment Report



Environment Report 

• Blue-Green Algae 

• Phosphorus and other water quality Trends

• Water Levels and Precipitation

• Weather

• MWC Blue-Green algae monitoring project



Water Quality Crew 

Kevin Trimble
Derek Stevens
Andy von Bredow
Paige Stevens
Don Burn
Phil Luhovy



Blue-Green Algae

• 2001-2003 reported blooms studied by MECP (published 2006).

• 2019 - reported bloom in early September

• 2020 - reported bloom in late July

• 2020 >25 lakes in MECP Central District reported blooms – we weren’t alone

• 2021 & 2022 – NO reported bloom so far  - some nearshore morning 
concentrations



Blue-Green Algae



Green                             Blue-Green

• Plants 

• Photosynthesis

• Free floating or attached

• Odour/taste/fouling

• Part of food chain

• Nuisance blooms

 

• Bacteria with chlorophyll

• Photosynthesis

• Control their own buoyancy

• Odour/taste/fouling

• Not used in food chain

• May produce toxins

• Nitrogen fixing, resilient & adaptive



Factors in Blue-Green Algae

• Phosphorus – trending lower

• Precipitation, lake levels and flow-through

• Stratification (water columns layers very stable) – anoxic bottom layer

• Climate Change – temperature and timing of precipitation

• Wind – may be decreasing

• Calcium decline in Muskoka lakes

• Water clarity 







Water Levels and Precipitation 2021

   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 
  
  
 
  
  

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
  
  

                        

                          



Water Levels and Precipitation 2022



Water Levels and Precipitation
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Weather Monitoring

AVERAGE TEMP

Norms

1981-2010 2019 2020 2021 2022

APRIL 4.4 3.3 2.7 5.9 3.9

MAY 11.0 9.1 9.9 10 13.3

JUNE 15.8 14.2 16.4 17.4 15.4

JULY 18.2 19.3 20.5 17.6 17.3

AUGUST 17.3 16.5 17.3 19.8 18.4

SEPT 13.1 13.2 12.4 13.2



Phosphorus



E. Coli Monitoring



Blue-Green Algae



Blue-Green Algae



Blue-Green Algae

• Algae monitoring can’t be used to identify or report blooms

• BLA does NOT report blooms nor recommend whether to report



Blue-Green Algae









Brandy Lake
Lake Plan 2022



Lake Plan 
Why did we create a lake plan?

• Most important activity identified in the 2019 strategic plan 

• Protecting our investment in our lake properties and properties within the 
Brandy Lake watershed 

• Protecting the lake’s health

• Asking for Brandy Lake to be treated differently than the hundreds of lakes 
in TML 



Lake Plan 2022
What is a lake plan?

• Document that becomes part of the Township of Muskoka Lakes Official 
Plan

• Contains information and guidance to differentiate Brandy Lake from other 
lakes and explain how the lake functions and how our community uses it

• Contains information to help property owners and their guests understand 
the existing framework of approvals, policies, and best practices

• At least 5 other lakes in TML have completed lake plans and had them 
approved by TML



Lake Plan 2022
A Lake Plan is not…

• A set of rules and regulations that the Brandy Lake Association will enforce

• A document that will change anything that is approved/in place/built

• A document that contains any rules or regulations about boating legislation; 
this is covered strictly by provincial & federal laws



Lake Plan 2022
What’s in a lake plan?

• Physical details about the lake 

• Depth, water sources, watershed configuration, shoreline character

• History of the community around the lake

• Early settlers, current community, profile of lake association

• Ecological information

• How the lake functions, water monitoring details

• Unique identity of the lake (cultural and environmental)

• Why the lake is different from other lakes

• Recommendations 

• How WE as Brandy Lake landowners want to protect the lake and our investment

• What WE want TML and District to do to help us protect the lake and our investment







Lake Plan : Path to approval

BLA Members 
ask for plan 

2019

Plan created 
and ratified by 

members

Oct 2021

Plan 
Submitted to 
Twp Muskoka 

Lakes

Nov 2021

Incorporated 
into draft TML 
official plan by  

TML Council

Dec 2021

TML OP goes 
through public 

process

Summer 2021 
and still 
ongoing



Lake Plan 2022
Next Steps

• Township of Muskoka Lakes Official Plan (OP) is currently under review; the 
BLA executive is following this process closely 

• When the OP is approved, we will notify the membership of which specific 
parts of the lake plan were incorporated into the OP

• Parts of the lake plan that are not included in the OP will remain ‘best 
practices’ but not enforceable/mandated by the BLA

• Lake Plan will be permanently available on the association website



Election of New Executive Members

• Linda Mathers

• Margrit Kroll

• Don Burn

• Daniela von Bredow

• Gerry O’Mahoney

• Jeff McBain, 

• Amie DeVeth

• Moreen Miller



New Business from the Floor 



Motion to Adjourn 
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